
	
	
The	European	Small	Islands	Federation	Board	Meeting	Minutes	
12.30	GMT,	Tuesday	12	July	2016,	telephone	conference	
	
Participants:		
Bengt	Almkvist		 	 SRF	Sweden,	Chairman	of	ESIN		
Christian	Pleijel		 	 Företagsam	Skärgård,	Åland		
Camille	Dressler		 	 SIF,	Scotland		
Dorthe	Winther		 	 Association	of	Danish	Small	Islands		
Anetté	Larm	Johansson		 Financial	Officer	of	ESIN		
	
Not	able	to	attend:		
Denis	Baric	 	 		 Otocni	Sabor,	Croatia		
Elle	Puurman	 	 		 Estonian	Small	Island	Association		
Micaela	Jansson	 		 FÖSS,	Finland		
Denis	Bredin	 	 		 AIP,	France		
Giannina	Usai			 	 ANCIM,	Italy		
Eleftherios	Kechagioglou		 HSIN,	Greece		
Lise	Thillemann	Sørensen		 Association	of	Danish	Small	Islands)	
Rhoda	Twombly		 	 Irish	Islands	Association		
	
Host	and	Secretary	for	the	meeting:		
Camille	Dressler	and	Kirsty	MacColl	(Scottish	Islands	Federation)	
	
1.	Opening		
Bengt	opened	the	meeting.		It	was	noted	that	six	members	are	required	for	the	meeting	to	
be	quorate.		However	as	much	of	the	discussion	would	be	around	day	to	day	ESIN	matters	it	
was	agreed	to	proceed	with	the	meeting.	
	
2.	Minutes	from	last	meeting	(8	June	2016)	 
The	minutes	were	approved.	
	
3.	Financial	situation 
The	 SMILEGOV	 project	 is	 now	 complete	 and	 the	 funds	 have	 been	 paid	 at	 last.	 	 Anetté	
reported	a	balance	of	14,406.06	Euro	with	around	1,890	 still	 to	be	paid	out	 to	Åland	and	
Sweden.			
	
Traditional	ESIN	finance	–	six	of	the	eleven	members	have	paid	ESIN	membership.		Action	1:	
Anetté	will	send	a	reminder	to	the	other	five	(Sweden,	Greece,	Italy,	Åland	and	Croatia).		
	
4.	The	AGM	2016:	26	to	28	September	in	Brussels	
Contact	 has	 been	made	with	 the	 EESC	 and	 the	partnership	process	 required	 is	 underway.		
Security	 regulations	 for	 the	 building	 stipulate	 that	 every	 person	 attending	must	 complete	
the	template	form	and	this	must	be	returned	(along	with	programme	for	the	day)	to	EESC	at	
least	five	days	before	the	event.	An	EESC	officer	will	be	assigned	to	look	after	the	group	and	



all	attendees	will	be	 issued	with	name	badges	which	must	be	worn	at	all	times.	 	Action	2:	
template	 form	 needs	 to	 be	 circulated	 and	 completed	 by	 all	 those	 attending	 by	 10	
SEPTEMBER		and	forwarded	to	EESC.	
	
EESC	 has	 requested	 ESIN’s	 insurance	 details.	 	 ESIN	 does	 not	 currently	 have	 an	 insurance	
policy	 and	 it	 is	 unclear	 what	 is	 required.	 	 Action	 3:	 Camille	 will	 check	 the	 insurance	
requirements	and	liaise	with	Anetté	regarding	invoicing	and	payment.		
	
Venues:	EESC	meeting	room	and	translator	has	been	booked	for	Tuesday	27.	Action	4:	need	
to	confirm	which	languages	are	required	:	French,	Italian,	Greek	have	been	identified	so	far.		
	
Meetings	 on	 the	Monday	 and	Wednesday	 can	 be	 hosted	 in	 either	 the	Greek	Aegean	 and	
Italian	Tuscany	region	rooms	which	have	both	been	made	available.	.		Action	5:	choose	the	
meeting	room	for	each	day	and	circulate	address.		
	
The	 opportunity	 to	 host	 the	 event	 within	 the	 EESC	was	 gratefully	 acknowledged	 and	 the	
following	draft	outline	suggested:	
	

Monday	26	Arrivals	and	Project	Visit	
	

• Participants	will	arrive	in	the	morning.	
• Visit	to	DG	Regional	was	suggested	for	the	afternoon.	
• Evening	meal	and	group	discussion.	

	
Tuesday	27	Conference	
	

• Morning	session	to	concentrate	on	two		halves		
	

1. island	statistics		
a/	 ESIN	Atlas:	presentation	by	Christian.	 	The	Atlas	will	 include	50	 to	100	
pages	 illustrating	 all	 the	 information	 already	 gathered.	 	 Currently	 this	
includes	 a	 listing	 of	 all	 the	 small	 islands	 and	 their	 population	 size.		
Additional	 and	 more	 detailed	 data	 is	 held	 for	 a	 few	 of	 the	 islands	 and	
Christian	will	highlight	the	value	in	filling	the	gaps	and	extending	this	more	
detailed	data	capture	to	include	all	the	islands.		It	is	proposed	that	support	
is	sought	from	the	next	EC	period	to	complete	this	piece	of	work.	

	
b/	 Island	 Sustainability	 Indicators:	 presentation	 by	 Christian	 and	 Neil	
Lodwick,	 University	 of	 Wales.	 	 Neil	 is	 developing	 a	 set	 of	 sustainability	
indicators	for	islands.		These	will	 include	overarching	indicators	common	to	
all	 islands	 as	 well	 as	 some	 that	 will	 be	 specific	 to	 individual	 islands	 and	
therefore	giving	each	island	the	ability	to	define	its	own	unique	situation.	
	
Neil’s	offer	 to	provide	his	 time	 for	 free	was	gratefully	 accepted	and	 it	was	
agreed	 in	 principle	 (as	 the	meeting	was	 inquorate)	 to	 cover	Neil’s	 costs	 in	
attending	the	event	(travel,	meals	and	accommodation)	up	to	£400.	
Action	point	6.	formally		invite	Eurostat	and	Espon	to	attend		



	
• 2/	presentation	on	island	issues	by	each	federation	In	order	to	keep	the	time	

manageable	it	was	suggested	that	each	federation	present	three	slides:	
	

1. Outline	of	their	own	federation	
2. Current	projects	and	opportunities	to	take	forward	
3. The	key	challenges	

	
To	limit	the	level	of	repetition	across	all	11	members	it	was	suggested	that	each	
select	a	theme(s)	to	focus	on.		Action	7:	Camille	and	Kirsty	to	circulate	the	list	
of	themes	and	a	template	power	point	presentation.		Action	8	each	member	
to	choose	a	theme	and	draft	their	presentation	slides.	
	
The	presentations	will	then	conclude	with	a	panel	discussion	Action	9	:	Bengt	
as	chair	needs	to	send	invitation	to	Prresident	Dassis	of	the	EESC,	Pierre	Jean	
Coulon,	also	of	the	EESC,	John	Latoudis	of	DG	Region,	Yannis				of		and	all	the	
panel	members:	 Tonino	Piccula	 (SEARICA)	 	Alexis	Chatzimpiros	 (CPMR)	Alyn	
SmIth	MEP.	and	identify	which	other	MEP	we	need	(1	from	north,	west	and	
south	areas	of	ESIN)		

	
• Lunch:	conference	will	finish	before	lunch.	ESIN	member	lunch	Action	10:	there	

is	a	suitable	restaurant	within	the	building.	Camille	to	enquire	about	costs	to	
include	 in	 budget	 then	 it	 can	 be	 agreed	 whether	 to	 pay	 as	 a	 group	 or	
individually	(also	applies	to	evening	meal).	

	
• Afternoon	session:	this	will	be	in	the	same	venue	and	use	the	same	translators,	

finishing	 at	 17.30.	Action	 point	 11:	 Christian	 and	 Bengt	 to	 look	 into	 this	 in	
more	details	and	make	a	proposal	to	the	board.		

	
Wednesday	28	ESIM	AGM	and	further	discussion	
AGM	 planned	 for	 the	 morning	 followed	 by	 discussion	 sessions	 around	
entrepreneurship	and	labelling	of	island	produce.		Aim	to	finish	by	3.30pm.	

	
	
Eating	arrangements:		a	restaurant	for	up	to	25	people	will	be	needed	for	the	Monday	and	
Tuesday	evening	and	will	ideally	be	booked	in	advance.		Action	12:	Dorthe	will	look	into	this.	
	
Budget:	a	provisional	budget	needs	to	be	drafted	to	outline	all	the	costs	associated	with	the	
event	e.g.	venue,	tea	and	coffee,	lunch,	evening	meals,	insurance,	Neil’s	costs	etc.		Action	13:	
Camille	will	make	enquiries,	and	produce	a	draft	budget	for	circulation	and	approval	at	the	
next	board	meeting.	This	will	determine	each	member’s		contribution.	.		
	
The	level	of	work	and	time	involved	in	pulling	together	the	event	was	highlighted	and	it	was	
suggested	ESIN	should	be	seeking	a	properly	resourced	secretariat.		Thanks	were	noted	for	
the	help	provided	by	Lefetris	Kachagiolou	and	Camille	Dressler.	
	
5.	Special	situation	of	islands,	EU	text	adopted	Feb	4th	2016	



Response	still	to	be	made.	
	
6.	Entrepreneurship	project	
The	proposal	has	been	much	delayed	and	will	be	discussed	at	a	 later	meeting	when	Denis	
Bredin	can	present	an	update.	
	
7.	Forum	on	Smart	Islands	Initiative	
Camille	 reported	 that	 the	 Forum	 was	 a	 very	 well	 organised,	 energising	 and	 productive	
meeting.	 	 	43	representatives	took	part	 in	discussion	around	the	 initiative	and	filled	 in	the	
gaps	in	the	declaration.		The	declaration	will	be	officially	launched	in	November.		Camille	had	
stressed	 the	need	 to	engage	 local	actors	and	organisations	 in	 the	declaration.	2	 	potential	
new	 ESIN	 members	 were	 identified	 at	 the	 forum:	 the	 Dutch	 and	 German	 Frisian	 islands	
federations.	Action	14	draft	declaration	and	opinion	 from	the	EESC	on	 the	Smart	 Islands	
Initiative	to	be	circulated	to	the	ESIN	Board	in	order	for	the	board	to	confirm	their	support.		
	
8.	Nominating	committee	
Dorthe,	Denis	and	Elefterios	to	follow	up.	
	
9.		ESIN	promotion	
To	be	discussed	at	the	next	meeting	
	
10.	Meeting	calendar	
Next	meeting	16	August,	12.30	GMT,	telephone	conference.	
	
	


