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The European Small Islands Federation  
Board meeting 9th of May 2016  
at 12.30 GMT  (Telephone conference) 
 

MINUTES  

 Participants:  
Bengt Almkvist  National Association of the Swedish Archipelago  
Anetté Larm Johansson  National Association of the Swedish Archipelago  
Christian Pleijel  Företagsam Skärgård, Åland  

Camille Dressler  Scottish Islands Federation 

Micaela Jansson National Association of Finish Islands 
Rhoda Twombly Irish Island Association  

Not able to attend: 
John Walsh  Irish Island Association  
Denis Bredin  Association les Iles de Ponant 
Dorthe Winther  Association of Danish Small Islands 

Elefteris Kechagioglou HSIN, Hellenic Small Islands Network  

Elle Puurman Estonian Small Island Association  

Host and Secretary for the meeting: 

Lise Thillemann Sørensen (Association of Danish Small Islands) 

MINUTES 

1. Opening 

Bengt Almkvist opened the meeting. Agenda was approved with the addition of two points:  

 The CPMR AGM in Rhodes end of May 

 Invitation to join the project ‘Orkney Big Hit’ 

2. Approval of minutes from last board meeting March 14th 2016 

Minutes from March 14th 2016 were approved. 

Follow up on point 2: AGM minutes: Chairmans report is missing.  

And point 9: We still need to reply to the Breton Islands. Bengt will look into it. 
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3. Financial situation 

In 2016:  

Membership fee for 2016: So far three countries paid for the current year; Estonia, Finland and 

France. All countries should have received their invoice by now, so we can expect more money 

pretty soon. 

We have also received 235 € from Christian Pleijel; deriving from the sale of his book How to read 

an island -  5 € for 47 books. ESIN is very grateful for this contribution.  

Costs: Web site: 17 €, Banking costs: 144.70 € 

Balance: pr. May 4th, the bank balance was 3306 €. 

SMILEGOV:  

Anetté has been in contact with Kostas regarding the final payment of project funds for Smilegov. As 

soon as the money is available (probably next week), we will receive instructions on how the final 

payment will be allocated to each participant. 

4. The AGM 2016 

a. Dates for the next AGM in Brussels: September 26th - 28th 2016 all 3 days included 

b. AGM theme and content.  See attached excel file!  
The ESIN AGM should be held Monday 26th late afternoon after a visit/meeting with the people 
behind the NUTS classification1. 

Conference on Tuesday 27th of Sept: The sustainability of the small European islands’ societies.  

 Each member of ESIN makes a 10 minutes short presentation of the situation of the 

small islands - for example data in short and the special conditions of the islands in the 

given country, the challenges and potentials (can be presented as a case story). Please 

keep the focus on Economical sustainability 2. 

 Presentation on the idea of the ‘Island Atlas’ 

 ‘The importance of the small islands’: leisure, Natura 2000, Blue growth, laboratory for 

invention etc.… 

                                                           
1 Link to info on NUTS classification: http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/overview 

Also this EU briefing on ’the islands of the EU’ is very good: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2016)573960 

Read more on NUTS in the CPMR newsletter on the cohesion policy here: http://news.crpm.org/cpmr-

news/cohesion/cpmr-islands-commission-and-meps-united-in-fight-to-improve-island-dimension-of-cohesion-

policy/ 

2 Note from Christian:  

”Sustainability” can be many things, such as ecological sustainability, economical sustainability, social 

sustainability... What do we mean? I propose we do not focus on ecological sustainability because it is such a 

large question being handled by som many authorities, neither on social sustainability which often leads to 

cultural, historical and demographical issues, but on economical sustainability which is in line with the 

”Entrepreneurship project which we are preparing, and is a kind of sustainability where we can contribute.  

 

http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/nuts/overview
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/thinktank/en/document.html?reference=EPRS_BRI(2016)573960
http://news.crpm.org/cpmr-news/cohesion/cpmr-islands-commission-and-meps-united-in-fight-to-improve-island-dimension-of-cohesion-policy/
http://news.crpm.org/cpmr-news/cohesion/cpmr-islands-commission-and-meps-united-in-fight-to-improve-island-dimension-of-cohesion-policy/
http://news.crpm.org/cpmr-news/cohesion/cpmr-islands-commission-and-meps-united-in-fight-to-improve-island-dimension-of-cohesion-policy/
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NOTE: please respond to this: Who do we want in the panel this day? Especially the Scandinavian 

MEPs are missing. (See attached excel file: check the notes on Tuesday!) 

Wednesday 28th: ESIN working groups on for example (the AGM working group will select 4-5 

topics) 

1) The Entrepreneurship project  

2) ESIN strategy 2017-2020. Decision on next challenges etc 

3) Definition of a small island  

4) Small Isles Atlas 

5) Young people funding 

And  Suggestions from ANCIM [came just after the board meeting] 

6) Transport and territorial continuity problems 

7) Health care 

8) School problems 

9) Theme of cultural heritage, traditions etc as new engine for economical development 

10) Communication within ESIN 

Wednesday afternoon: ESIN Board meeting 

c. Venues:  

Sept 27th: at European Economic and Social Committee, Rue Belliard 99( Belliardstraat 99), 1000 

Brussel. (96 person capacity, 5 official languages).  

Sept 26th: Not yet decided  

Sept 28th: Not yet decided 

d. Accomodation:  
Everyone finds their own accommodation!  
Note! The hotels are quickly getting sold out for our dates.  

e. Budget: For the AGM 2016 ESIN will ‘host’ the AGM activities – there will be a participant fee for 

ESIN members (approximately 200 € to cover meeting room, meals, coffee etc. during meeting 

times) 

Budget for leaflet on ESIN: How much will it cost? Camille and Bengt will look into this. 

5. Special situation of islands, EU text adopted Feb. 4th 20163 

Denis Bredins proposal for a letter of reply (see attached) is accepted. ESIN will adopt the letter and it 

will be part of the conference material. It should be sent out as a ‘teaser’ for our conference Sept. 

27th along with invitations etc. 

Bengt will discuss the final version of this with Denis. 

 

                                                           
3 You can find the resolution text here: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-

//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2016-0049+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN and in the top left corner choose your own language! 

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2016-0049+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+TA+P8-TA-2016-0049+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
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6. Entrepreneurship project 

We await further information from Denis Bredin. The partners should set down a working group to 

start now. 

7. Horizon 2020 Energy Efficiency newsletter 

There is a webinar on funding for energy projects: Horizon 2020 Project Development Assistance 

(PDA) supports energy efficiency projects by funding technical assistance for investments. If you 

want to know how PDA works, learn more about success stories and how to apply for funding, 

follow our webinar on 20th May 2016 from 10:00 to 11:00 online. 

Is it possible for anyone from ESIN take part? 

Read more here: https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/news/more-investments-energy-efficiency-

bridging-gap-between-project-developers-and-finance?pk_campaign=PDA%20webinar 

8. Smart Island Forum 
The 1st Smart Islands Forum in Athens on the 21st and 22nd of June. The idea is to gather a 

representative group of European islands which are actively implementing projects incorporating 

smart technologies and policies in the fields of energy, environment, mobility, governance and 

financing in order to strengthen our partnerships and discuss our presence in European affairs. 

Camille from SIF, Christian and Kristian Packalén from Åland islands, and Elefterios from Greece 

representing ESIN as vice president are participating.  

9. Meeting calendar 

 Wednesday 8th of June 2016. 12.30 GMT (summertime has begun) 

10. Other issues  

 The CPMR AGM in Rhodes 19th -20th of May? We propose that Elefteris Kechagioglou take part 

as ESINs member. Camille will contact the CPRM regarding an invitation to ESIN. Check the lates 

newsletter from CPMR (attached below, last page) 

Note: You can subscribe to CPMR newsletters here: http://www.crpm.org/index.php?act=5,2 

 

 

 ‘Orkney Big Hit’ project: ESIN is invited to join the project. See attached file. 

 

LS/May 11th, 2016 

 

 

 

https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/news/more-investments-energy-efficiency-bridging-gap-between-project-developers-and-finance?pk_campaign=PDA%20webinar
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/news/more-investments-energy-efficiency-bridging-gap-between-project-developers-and-finance?pk_campaign=PDA%20webinar
http://www.crpm.org/index.php?act=5,2
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Message in English  Message en Français  

 

 Commission des Iles CRPM  

 CPMR Islands Commission  

C/O CPMR 

6 Rue St Martin - F – 35700 Rennes 

Tel : +33 2 99 35 40 50 

Email : alexis.chatzimpiros@crpm.org 

SITE WEB : http://www.islandscommission.org  

 

Dear Colleagues, 

As you may be aware, the European Parliament’s Committee for Regional Development (REGI) recently 

prepared a question for oral answer on insularity conditions. The question reflects a series of long-

lasting concerns of the Islands Commission. The oral question was submitted on 15 October 2015 and 

was eventually presented by Ms Mihaylova, Chair of the Committee for Regional Development during the 

Plenary sitting that took place on 4 February 2016 at the European Parliament. Commissioner Cretu for 

Regional Policy provided an answer, which however does not address properly all the issues raised. You 

might find here attached a briefing on the background and the debate, including a first reaction on the 

Commissioner’s answers. 

Further to the Oral question above, the REGI Committee of the European Parliament also prepared a 

motion for a resolution on the special situation of islands. The vote on the resolution took place on the 

same day (4 February) and the final text can be found here.   

In addition, please also find attached a relevant EP Briefing Note on “Islands of the EU: Taking 

account of their specific needs in EU policy”, drafted by the European Parliamentary Research Service. 

I remain at your disposal should you need any further information, 

Yours sincerely,   

Alexis CHATZIMPIROS 

Adviser,  

Islands / Energy-Climate 

 

*********************************************************************************** 

Chers Collègues, 

Comme vous  le savez, la Commission du Développement Régional (REGI) du Parlement européen a 

récemment préparé une Question avec demande de réponse orale sur les régions insulaires. Cette 

question reflète les préoccupations traitées par la Commission des Iles depuis de nombreuses années. 

Elle a été soumise par le PE le 15 Octobre 2015 et a finalement été présentée par Mme Mihaylova, 

Présidente de la Commission REGI, lors de la séance plénière du Parlement européen le 4 Février 2016. 

mailto:alexis.chatzimpiros@crpm.org
http://www.islandscommission.org/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+OQ+O-2016-000013+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+CRE+20160204+ITEM-005+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+CRE+20160204+ITEM-005+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+MOTION+B8-2016-0165+0+DOC+XML+V0//EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&reference=P8-TA-2016-0049&language=EN&ring=B8-2016-0165
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+OQ+O-2016-000013+0+DOC+XML+V0//FR
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La Commissaire à la politique régionale, Mme Cretu, n’a répondu que partiellement aux points soulevés 

dans la question orale. Vous trouverez ci-joint une note de contexte (EN), comprenant une première 

réaction aux réponses de la Commissaire. 

Suite à cette question orale, la Commission REGI du PE a également préparé une proposition de 

résolution sur la situation particulière des îles. Le vote sur cette résolution a aussi eu lieu le 4 Février et 

le texte final peut être trouvé ici. 

Vous trouverez également ci-jointe une note d’information rédigée par le Service d'information et de 

recherche parlementaires du PE (EN) “Les îles de l’UE : prise en compte de leurs besoins spécifiques 

dans les politiques de l'UE”. 

Je reste à votre disposition pour toute information complémentaire et vous prie d’agréer mes meilleures 

salutations. 

Alexis CHATZIMPIROS 

Adviser,  

Islands / Energy-Climate 

 

    

 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//TEXT+CRE+20160204+ITEM-005+DOC+XML+V0//FR
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=MOTION&reference=B8-2016-0165&language=FR
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=MOTION&reference=B8-2016-0165&language=FR
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=TA&language=FR&reference=P8-TA-2016-0049

