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Islands supporting the InitiativeOrigins

The Smart Islands Initiative is the culmination of a series of 

activities including concrete financing opportunities for 

islands to promote sustainable energy planning and mature 

sustainable projects locally (ISLEPACT 2009; SMILEGOV 

2013), European Parliament initiatives highlighting the 

challenges as much as the potential of islands to usher into 

a low-carbon, sustainable development paradigm, set-up 
of island networks (ISLENET 1993) and clusters (SMILE-

GOV 2013) and more.

A key catalyst of islands’ collaboration is the Pact of Islands, 

a political initiative with 117 EU island signatories, similar 

to the Covenant of Mayors, yet focusing more on islands’ in-

trinsic characteristics. The Pact of Islands enjoys the official 
recognition of the European institutions and engages 

island authorities across Europe to go beyond the EU 2020 

climate and energy targets by developing and implementing 

island Sustainable Energy Action Plans on their territories.

1st Smart Islands Forum

Capitalising on the dynamic created by years of collaboration 

and in an effort to enlarge the European family of islands, 

the Network of Sustainable Greek Islands – DAFNI or-

ganized last June in Athens the 1st Smart Islands Forum, a 

first-of-its-kind networking and goal-setting event bringing 

together 35 islands from 13 countries, as well as policy mak-

ers, private sector representatives, researchers and civil soci-

ety with an interest in pushing for islands’ affairs at EU level. 

During the Forum island representatives shaped collectively 

the Smart Islands Declaration, currently signed locally by EU 

island authorities.
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The Brussels Event

Smart Islands – Creating new pathways for EU islands 

is an event organized by European island authorities and 

actors that seeks to present to EU stakeholders the Smart 

Islands Initiative. 

The event is scheduled to take place in the premises of the 
European Parliament in February next year and builds on 

the outcomes of the 1st Smart Islands Forum that took place 

in Athens, on 21-22 June.

Furthermore, during an official signing ceremony, represent-

atives from island local and regional authorities will sign the 

Smart Islands Declaration, a manifest to mobilize political 

and financial support so that islands can usher into a smart, 

sustainable and inclusive development paradigm.

The event aims at: 

1. Presenting the Smart Islands Initiative among EU institutions 

and stakeholders

2. Showcasing island lighthouse projects 

3. Promoting the exchange of views with policy-makers, 

the research community, private sector and civil society 

on islands’ potential to drive Europe’s transition into a 

low-carbon, sustainable and inclusive economy

The Smart Islands Initiative

Α bottom-up effort of European island local and regional 

authorities and actors to communicate the need for tapping 

the significant, yet largely unexploited potential of islands to 

function as laboratories of technological, social, economic and 

political innovation. 

A place-based, transformative development agenda that taps 

into islands’ competitive advantages, generates local growth and 

prosperity and contributes to EU policy goals in the fields of energy, 

climate, innovation, circular economy, transport and mobility, blue 

growth, and the digital agenda. 

Inspired by Smart Cities and Communities, the Smart Islands 

Initiative promotes the optimal use and management of islands 

resources and infrastructures, very often within island bound-

aries, in order to support sustainable, equitable and diversified 

economic development on islands.

Quadruple Helix actors should get on board and prepare 

to become drivers and delivery agents of the Smart Islands 

Initiative.

A Smart Island is an insular territory that embarks on 

a climate resilient pathway, combining climate change 

mitigation and adaptation efforts, in order to create 

sustainable local economic development and a high 

quality of life for the local population by introducing 

smart, and integrated solutions to the management of 

infrastructures, natural resources and the environment 

as a whole, supported by ICT, all while promoting the 

use of innovative and socially inclusive governance and 

financing schemes.

Pillars of the Smart Islands Initiative

PILLAR I: Smart Islands Forum and Conference

An annual collaborative, networking and knowledge 

- sharing event for European island representatives, 

to be organized back to back with the Smart Islands 
Conference, where stakeholders can come together, 

exchange views and propose concrete measures for 

putting the Smart Islands Initiative into effect.

 
PILLAR II: Smart Islands Declaration

The cornerstone document of the Smart Islands Initiative, 

one that outlines islands’ aspirations on their role and 

potential, the challenges to overcome and the necessary 

support to do so, in order to become smart, sustainable 

and inclusive territories.

PILLAR III: Smart Islands Platform

An organization set up to assist island authorities and 

actors in establishing strategic partnerships with industry, 

academia and civil society to develop solutions for islands’ 

infrastructure and natural resources management that 

are sustainable, integrated, transferable and scalable and 

by doing so respond to the quest for stepping - up R&D 

and coordinating investments in pilot and larger projects, 

whilst improving the quality of life on islands and inspiring 

mainland EU.


