
 

European Small Islands Federation 

Board Meeting, No. 4: 10 April 2018 8am GMT+1 via Zoom 

Participants: 
Camille Dressler Scottish Island federation 
John Walsh  Irish Islands Federation 
Pia Prost  National Association of Finish Islands  
Bengt Almkvist   National Association for the Swedish Archipelago 
Anetté Johansson National Association for the Swedish Archipelago 
Denis Baric  Otoçni Sabor, Croatia 
Dorthe Winther  Danish Small Islands Association 
Kristian Packalén Aaland Islands 
Christian Pleijel                 Företagsam Skärgård  
Lise Sørenson  Danish Small Islands Association 
Host & Secretary: 
Rhoda Twombly Irish Islands Federation 
Apologies: 
Denis Bredin  AIP/France 
Jana Stahl was present but seemed to have technical difficulties as did Denis Baric 
1. Minutes 

The meeting was chaired by Camille Dressler and the agenda was approved .Minutes of Board 

meeting 3 were also approved.  

It was agreed that the agenda and minutes will be presented in a more traditional format for the 

sake of clarity. Also, the minutes will be submitted in a more timely fashion especially when there 

are time-sensitive matters involved. It was also agreed that Rhoda would create files on Dropbox to 

collect all the minutes and agenda; Camille will create folders to organise articles, projects, etc. 

ACTION POINT 1 

2. Finance 

Anette reported that 7 member countries had paid the 2018 fee and the balance is €9,590. Fees for 

Italy, Scotland and Greece still outstanding  

Rhoda reported on costs of professional zoom  for uninterrupted calls:  €139.90/annually, saving €28 

paying monthly      Agreed: reasonable cost.  

 One issue is that there will only be one ESIN  zoom licence holder. ACTION POINT 2 Rhoda to 

enquire if it is transferrable before licence is purchased.   

3. Update from the Chair 



Camille reported that: 

 There is still no news on the Secretariat bid 

 ACTION POINT 3: There is a need for all members to submit a short description of their 

Island organisation/Federation to Camille. This should only be a paragraph or two describing 

the size, purpose, goals and other relevant describers – a snapshot of their organisation. 

 The DG Energy report has been finalised in time for submission and is in the Dropbox file. 

 It was agreed that involvement of ESIN in the H2020 project with CEA will be in advisory 

capacity.  ESIN has also been approached by 3 other consortia to support proposals on the 

same basis. CPMR and GIFT proposals have been supported.  

 

4. Work Plan 2018 

Branding: Mairtin and Anette visited 4 Danish islands to look at small producers and branding. They 

got the impression that branding of the Danish Islands was not as successful as initially thought. A lot 

of work remains to be done on this. It was agreed to have a proposal on Small Island branding on the 

AGM agenda. 

Entrepreneurship: Scotland and Ireland are proceeding with their LEADER application There has 

been a change in the focus of the entrepreneurship project so there will be a meeting on this later in 

the month.  

AGM 2020:  No meeting yet of the subgroup but report on DG Regio’s  Elefterios Stavopoulos 

feedback on theme. While early October is a little late to be discussing the Territorial Cohesion 

Policy, it was felt important in terms of favouring territories hampered by geography. Agreed that 

Esin does need to give concrete examples of positive outcomes through territorial cohesion (for 

example, the payments to Island farmers – the pros and cons of this payment). It must be 

emphasized that the Small Islands aren’t forgotten and that there is funding available. Agreed that 

each member send in concrete, positive examples of outcomes of territorial cohesion as soon as 

possible. 

 This has created a problem in Ireland and Denmark: ACTION POINT 3 Information to be 

gathered by John, Lise & Dorthe and sent to Camille  

 ACTION POINT 4 Need to get the theme to work for the EESC: may have to move away from 

cohesion a bit and add other topics   

 Plan AGM for 2-4th of Oct or 25-27 Sept but have to ensure that the MEPs are in Brussels on 

those dates.  

 AGM accommodation:  Agreed to find a hotel everyone could stay in:  ACTION POINT 5 

Camille is looking at a hotel that may suit . 

 ESIN statutes: ACTION POINT 6 Bengt and Anette to report on the  nature of ESIN legal 

status in Sweden.  

Slow-Adventure NPA application: focussed on islands in the Atlantic area (Azores to Iceland)  Well-

suited to the small islands but would be very difficult for ESIN to have a lead role and better to have 

individual islands Federations in the Atlantic area participate. ( AIP, SIF, Comdhail )  



 Mayo County Council (Ireland) has applied for lead role but wants to include Achill, a bridged 

Island, which is a problem for the Comdhail.  

 Possibility of ESIN being Associate Partner, which means supporting the application, but not 

getting any funding. Application has be in by 1 June ACTION POINT 7  circulate more 

information. 

6. Calendar of Events  

 Christian will be attending and speaking at the Smart Island World Congress (23-24 Apr 

Mallorca) and Menorca Greening of the Islands conference 17-18 May. 

 Palermo OTIE tourism Conference 5 May:  no information  

 CPMR Island Conference, Bastia, Corsica, 12-13 July  2018 : Denis Bredin to attend if 

available.  

7. AOB 

Tory Island, Ireland: The ferry situation has hopefully reached a positive resolution. Christian will 

place an article (proofread by John) on this in his blog. Agreed: to discuss an invitation to Loïc 

Jourdain and Patsy Dan Rodgers to the ESIN AGM. 

8. Meeting dates: 12 June, 14 Aug and 11 Sept. via Zoom – times TBA 


